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Abstract
	This study evaluates the performance of the African Union to date in an attempt to determine whether the organization deserves to be judged a success or failure. Since its conception on September 9, 1999, the African Union has supported the hopes and dreams of Africans the world over for a united, integrated and highly developed Africa  The writer examines the African Union’s history, vision, mission, organization, coordination with other organizations, and handling of pressing issues to find out how close the organization is to fulfilling those hopes and dreams. After careful review of all of these factors, the writer concludes that the African Union, despite many instances of temporary setbacks and failures, deserves to be judged a success.
















African Union
	For the past forty-five years, international relations experts have been waging a continuous debate concerning the effectiveness of first, the Organization of African Unity (OAU), and now its successor, the African Union (AU). Some pundits believe that this organization, both in its former and current forms, is a failure. Tom Cargil, of the international policy think tank Chatham House, commented during the recent Kenyan election violence, “The AU struggles when it is dealing with the powerful countries in Africa” (Thomson, 2008, ¶9). Ghanaian economist George Ayittey supports Cargil’s opinion and adds frustratingly, “You see, look, the time has come for some tough talk, alright. Enough argument, enough debates; the people are suffering. We want new direction, we want focus….The AU is totally useless” (Gonda, 2006, ¶10).
	On the other hand, many experts counter that this international organization is a success story. On December 18, 2007, United Nations (UN) Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro, in a briefing to the African Group of Permanent Representatives on the Secretary General’s Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Africa Initiative, congratulated the African Union and other MDG partners on their accomplishments (Migiro, 2007, ¶2). “There are ample reasons for optimism about the prospects for further growth and poverty reduction in Africa…. Over the past five years, sub-Saharan African countries have posted some of their most impressive macroeconomic results of the past forty years” (¶5). 
	On July 3, 2007, Portuguese Prime Minister José Sócrates Carvalho Pinto de Sousa commented in his address at the African Union Summit in Accra, Ghana, that the summit was taking place “the very week that Portugal assumes the Presidency of the European Union. This is the first time that a President of the Council of the European Union has addressed the African Union Summit” (de Sousa, 2007, ¶3). Prime Minister de Sousa saw that as a sign that the political relationship between the African Union and the European Union was strengthening (¶4). “I would like to salute all the leaders here today and express my admiration for the renewed commitment of the African Union construction process. I would therefore like to praise the work of the African Union towards the unity, stability and progress of this vast continent” (¶7).
	This writer agrees that the African Union merits praise. By examining the African Union’s history, vision, mission and the results of its attempts to resolve the immense problems it is dealing with, this writer aims to show that, despite specific instances of failure, the overall performance of the African Union deserves to be judged a success.
	This report will first present an overview of the African Union and then discuss a myriad of pressing issues and the government institutions the African Union is putting in place to deal with them. The report will analyze many different aspects of the African Union’s performance, including progress on accomplishment of its vision and functional missions, its handling of issues, its management of financial matters, the level of confidence its leadership inspires in its members, and its overall credibility with its member states and the global community.
	Dr. Timothy Murithi of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) contends that although the African Union is usually considered to be a minor player in the realm of international organizations (Murithi, 2005, p. 8), its story is filled with adventure and intrigue (p. 3). Its immediate origins are traceable back to Africa’s decolonization period—the 1950s and 1960s—when Africa’s leaders “mobilized support [for] eradicating colonialism from the continent” (p. 2). As the African Union’s Strategic Plan of 2004 points out, however, it is necessary to travel much further back in time to get to the ultimate source of the vision of the African Union (Konaré, Vol. 1, p. 4).
Egyptian Empire’s Giza Pyramids



Source: Bradshaw Foundation,  http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/ (Dec 30, 2007)


	Africa’s ancient history is a source of great pride to modern Africans. This pride permeates the psyche of every African much more consciously than it does men and women of other cultures—even the Chinese. As one studies the African Union, and Africa in general, he or she cannot help but appreciate what a great influence the legacy of one’s ancient culture can have on a modern culture’s collective self-esteem.
	Africans have a special advantage in this respect. The African Union’s Strategic Plan of 2004 reveals that Africans believe their continent “was the birthplace and source of civilization for the longest period in the history of humanity” (Konaré, Vol. 1, p. 4). They are immensely proud, not only of the world-renowned accomplishments of Egypt and Carthage, but also of the great accomplishments of other lesser-known African empires such as Benin, Gao, Ghana, Kenam, Kongo, Koush, Lalibela, Luba, Mali, Nubia, Tekrour, Yoruba, and Zimbabwe (p. 4-5).
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	The roots of African pride reach deeper still. In his book, The Real Eve, scientist Stephen Oppenheimer (2004) of Green College, Oxford University, brings together recent advances in genetics, climatology and archeology to show how a group of Homo sapiens left Africa approximately eighty thousand years ago and populated the entire world (p. 38). They first headed east along the Indian Ocean, then northwest into the Russian steppes, and on into eastern Europe, as well as northeast through China and over the now submerged land bridge of Beringia into North America and finally South America (p. 53). Thus, all peoples of the entire world with all of their racial and cultural diversity can trace their ancestry through their mitochondrial DNA all the way back through the members of the exodus who left Africa eighty thousand years ago to one prehistoric woman who lived one hundred fifty thousand years ago in Africa (p. 102).
Lucy in Africa with Diamonds

	
	
	

	
	
	



Source: Bradshaw Foundation, http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/ (Dec 30, 2007)


	It is necessary to go still further back. On November 24, 1974, American paleo-anthropologist Donald Johanson discovered the bones of a 3.2 million-year-old female hominid in Afar, Ethiopia (Kreger, 2005, ¶1). This newly discovered species was later given the name Australopithecus afarensis (¶1). Dr. Johanson’s team posthumously named her “Lucy,” after the Beatles’ song “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds” which was playing on a team member’s cassette at the time of the discovery (¶2). Lucy is the oldest known hominid to have walked the Earth upright (¶3). Fossilized footprints discovered earlier at Laetoli, Ethiopia, have now been attributed to her relatives (¶2). Lucy also “shows decisive evidence of evolutionary trends in her dentition and skull that seem to have her on the path to modern human form” (¶14).
The Very Beginning



Source: Bradshaw Foundation, http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/ (Dec 30, 2007)


	The African Union’s Strategic Plan of 2004 advises that we still have to go further back for one final detail. “In the beginning was Africa: The discovery in Chad in 2003 of the oldest Australopithecus aged seven million years represented a confirmation that Africa is the motherland of Humanity” (Konaré, Vol. 1, p. 4). According to the plan, Africans were the first to initiate the “gigantic human adventure of progress” (p. 4). Africans developed communal hunting and fishing skills and invented tools, language, fire, pottery, animal husbandry, and agriculture (p. 4). The history of the world began in Africa—“as soon as humans inhabited the earth, as evidenced by the development and flourishing of African agricultural basins, the first religions and marvelous rock art and sculptures” (p. 4).
Organization of African Unity



Source: Hoover Institution Web Site, http://media.hoover.org/images/hila_africa_3a.jpg  (Dec 27, 2007)


	Fast-forward now to a much more turbulent, violent, and some would say a much more primitive era in human history—the twentieth century. The road to the African Union began very inauspiciously when the first two African colonies to gain independence, Ghana (in 1957) and Guinea (in 1958) decided in 1959 to form a union—the Ghana-Guinea Union (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 56). The following year, 1960, Mali joined the team, which was renamed the Union of African States (p. 56). That organization fell apart in 1963, though—a victim of the Cold War—when Guinea reached out to the United States and Ghana reached out to the Soviet Union (p. 56). 	A replacement sprouted up immediately in 1963, though (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 56).  The Organization of African Unity provided an effective forum for member states to cooperate on matters of concern to all (Konaré, n.d., ¶3). They worked and spoke as one as they “forged an international consensus that was instrumental in bringing down apartheid” in South Africa (¶4).
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Source: African Union Web Site, http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/memberstates/map.htm  (Dec 27, 2007) 

	On September 9th, 1999, the member nations of the Organization of African Unity issued a Declaration (the Sirte Declaration) that called for the establishment of the African Union, “with a view to accelerating the process of continental integration to enable Africa to play its rightful role in the global economy” (Konaré, n.d., ¶1). The declaration addressed the need to confront globalization and alleviate its exacerbating effects on Africa’s social, economic, political, and security systems (¶1).
	On July 10, 2002, Africa’s leaders launched the African Union(Konaré, n.d., ¶24). This organization is modeled largely upon the European Union and is designed to provide Africa with the legal and institutional framework with which it can best confront what it believes are its twin major challenges of the twenty-first century: political integration and economic development (UN OSAA, 2007, p. 23-24).
	The creation of the African Union “is an event of great importance to the institutional evolution of the continent” (Konaré, n.d., ¶1). Its significance cannot be overstated (Magliveras, 2002, p. 425). The Organization of African Unity was simply ill-equipped to meet the current and future challenges of a post-colonial and post-Cold War era  (p. 425). In fact, during the 1990s, when the Somali disaster was unfolding, some observers suggested that Africa was not yet ready to go it alone without the West’s guiding hand—that parts of the African continent might have to be taken over and administered from the outside, “rather like the post-1919 League of Nations mandates” (Kennedy, 1993, p. 343).
	The African Union, on the other hand, provided a democratic legitimacy that the Organization of African Unity had lacked (Magliveras, 2002, p. 425). The African Union was designed to overcome the shortcomings of its predecessor and ensure a more dynamic and proactive response to the challenges facing the continent (OSAA, 2007, p. 11). From the outset, the African Union a strong conflict management focus with a view toward establishing a common African defense policy with which to peacefully resolve conflicts (p. 11).
The African Union represents Africa’s most concrete realization to date of a legal and institutional framework to provide for enhanced political cooperation and economic integration. With its commitments to popular participation, good governance and human rights, the AU encapsulates the urgent hopes and aspirations of the countries and peoples of Africa for peace, security, stability and development (Magliveras, 2002, p. 425).
	Another strength that the African Union has going for it is its solidarity. As a selective-membership organization, it has almost reached its goal of one hundred percent membership. Fifty-three of the possible fifty-four African nations have already joined the Union.

	The African Union’s vision is that of:
A united and integrated Africa; an Africa imbued with the ideals of justice and peace; an inter-dependent and virile Africa determined to map for itself an ambitious strategy; an Africa underpinned by political, economic, social and cultural integration which would restore to Pan-Africanism its full meaning; an Africa able to make the best of its human and material resources, and keen to ensure the progress and prosperity of its citizens by taking advantage of the opportunities offered by a globalised world; an Africa engaged in promoting its values in a world rich in its disparities (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 2, p. 6).
	The African Union will have to become the premier organization for the promotion of integration and development on the continent if it is to achieve this vision by the year 2025—its leaders’ stated goal (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 2, p. 6). It will have to overcome many challenges along the way (p. 6). The most daunting obstacle has always been that each African state has its own particular vision of the future, which does not always totally agree with the African Union’s vision (p. 6).  A major procedural hurdle that the African Union will have to overcome is the one dealing with movement from state to state. Diplomats who attend the African Union meetings all over the continent discuss this situation at length and are working hard to alleviate it, as it affects them personally (p. 6). The red tape and corruption that hinders the diplomats’ movement limits the number of opportunities they can meet and exchange ideas with university, industry, and association colleagues (p. 6-7). Another issue related to movement is “linking infrastructure” (p. 6). Africa’s roads, bridges, railways, air transportation systems, and telecommunications networks are all in dire need of repair and upgrade (p. 6). The African Union must also come up with a common currency if it is to realize its vision of a wholly integrated continent (p. 6).
Mission of the African Union

	
1. Build the capacities of integration players.
2. Ensure overall coherence of the programmes aimed at speeding up the integration process through actions undertaken in two directions.
3. Organize brainstorming and institute strategic watch tower on key issues affecting the future of the continent.
4. Assume a dynamic information and advocacy role for Africa vis-à-vis the world.
5. Play a leadership role for promotion of peace, human security and good governance in the continent.
6. Stimulate economic, social and cultural development in the continent.
7. Establish a standing follow-up/evaluation mechanism.




http://www.africa‑union.org/root/au/AboutAu/Vision/Volume1.pdf


	The African Union has developed a seven-part functional mission to help translate its vision into reality (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 27). It focuses on the promotion of peace, security and stability as a prerequisite for achieving these goals (p. 27). To get from here to there, the African Union is building a partnership between African governments and all segments of civil society to strengthen solidarity and cohesion amongst all peoples of Africa (p. 28). The African Union prods its member states to cooperate with the global community by following the guidelines of the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (p. 32).
	The full accomplishment of all seven parts of this mission will build African unity on the foundations of regional groupings (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 22). This will, in turn, lead to a “United States of Africa”—the African Union’s reason for being (p. 22). The disintegration of authoritarian regimes along the way will result in a democratic Union, respectful of human rights, with no room for exclusion, racism or any form of discrimination (p. 23).
Building the Governance Institutional Framework

 (
AU = African Union
REC = Regional Economic Community
ECOSOCC = 
Economic, Social & Cultural Council
PRC = Permanent Representatives Committee
)

Source: African Union Web Site, Slide #28 (Jan 14, 2008)
http://www.africa-union.org/AU%20summit%202004/final%20slides%20plan%20stratégique%20anglais.pps 

	The first mission is to build and strengthen the capabilities of the African Union’s institutions—the theory being that the stronger the African Union government becomes, the quicker Africa will integrate and develop (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 27). The African Union must invigorate the capacities of its own governance organs, specialized institutions, and technical offices; those of its member states; and those of Africa’s regional economic communities (RECs) (p. 28). Furthermore, the African Union needs to strengthen its relations with inter-governmental and civil society organizations operating in the realm of integration (p. 28). It must develop its negotiation capacities with a goal of wielding a common position on international issues, just as the Organization of African Unity successfully did in the struggle against Apartheid (p. 28).
	The African Union’s government institutions fall under three main categories: political, financial, and human rights.

International Organization Counterparts to AU Political Institutions

	United Nations
	European Union
	African Union

	General Assembly
	European Council
	Assembly

	
	European Parliament
	Pan-African Parliament

	
	Council of the EU
	Executive Council

	
	Committee of Permanent Representatives
	Permanent Representatives Committee

	Security Council
	
	Peace and Security Council

	UN Secretariat
	European Commission
	African Union Commission

	Economic and Social Council
	European Economic and  Social Committee
	Economic, Social, and Cultural Council

	International Court of Justice
	Court of Justice of the European Communities
	African Court of Justice



Source: Emerging Role of the AU & ECOWAS in Conflict Prevention & Peacebuilding, p. 24 (Jan 29, 2008)
http://www.un.org/africa/osaa/reports/Emerging%20Role%20of%20AU%20and%20Ecowas%202007.pdf


	The African Union’s major political institutions are shown in the right-hand column of the figure above (UN OSAA, 2007, p. 24). Each has a United Nations and/or a European Union counterpart (p. 24). 
	The Assembly of the African Union is composed of the member states’ heads of state (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). It is currently the African Union’s supreme governing body, but is gradually delegating some of its decision-making powers to the Pan African Parliament (p. 30). On February 1, 2008, Tanzanian President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete replaced President John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana as the new Chairperson of the African Union (Youngman, 2008, ¶1).
	The Pan-African Parliament is not fully in place yet, but when it is, it will be a unicameral body composed of two hundred sixty-five elected representatives—five from each of the fifty-three member states, including at least one woman (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). It will eventually become the highest legislative body of the African Union (p. 30). The current President of the Pan African Parliament is Gertrude Mongella of Tanzania (Konaré, n.d., ¶47).
	The Executive Council is composed of ministers designated by the governments of the members states (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). It is accountable to the Assembly of the African Union and is responsible for coordinating and making decisions on matters of common interest to all member states such as “foreign trade, social security, industry, agriculture, food and telecommunications” (p. 30).
	The Permanent Representatives’ Committee consists of nominated permanent representatives from each member state. It prepares the work of the Executive Council and acts on its instructions (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30).
	The Peace and Security Council is the African Union’s version of the UN Security Council (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). The Council is responsible for promoting peace, security and stability (p. 30). It monitors and intervenes in conflicts, natural disasters, and humanitarian activities and has a peacekeeping force at its disposal (p. 30). It consists of fifteen members who are all elected (p. 30). Each of the five regions of the continent is represented by one state that is elected to a three-year term (p. 30). Currently, these countries are Algeria from North Africa, Nigeria from West Africa, Gabon from Central Africa, Ethiopia from East Africa, and Angola from South Africa (p. 30). The other ten members serve two year terms and may hail from any region (p. 30). Currently, this group consists of Libya, Ghana, Senegal, Togo, Cameroon, Congo, Kenya, Sudan, Lesotho, and Mozambique (p. 30). 
	The African Union Commission, also known as the Secretariat of the African Union, is composed of ten commissioners who operate under the direction of the Assembly and the Executive Council (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). The Commission represents the Union and defends its interests (p. 30). It also initiates proposals for submission to the other organs of the Union and executes decisions made by them (p. 30). On February 1, 2008, Gabonese foreign affairs minister Jean Ping replaced Malian professor Alpha Oumar Konaré as Chairperson of the African Union Commission (Muyanwa, 2008, ¶2-4).
	The Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC) is an advisory organ composed of different social and professional groups, particularly youth and women’s associations (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). Its purpose is to serve as an interface between African civil society and the African Union—to act as the “major institutional framework for civil society participation in African Union policy processes” (ECOSOCC, 2008, ¶2). Through ECOSOCC, Africans will build strong partnerships between governments and all segments of civil society (¶2). The interim chairperson of ECOSOCC is Nobel prizewinner Dr. Wangari Maathai of Kenya (ECOSOCC, 2008, ¶1).
	The African Court of Justice is not fully established yet, but when in place, will consist of eleven judges elected by the Assembly and be responsible for protecting and monitoring human rights, as well as ruling on civil cases in Africa (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). Eventually, it will become Africa’s highest criminal court (p. 30).
	There are three proposed financial institutions of the African Union, none of which are in place yet (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). The African Investment Bank may be established as soon as next year (p. 30). Its purpose will be to finance specific national or regional development projects for member states (p. 30). The African Monetary Fund may become viable within the next ten years or so (p. 30). Its mission will parallel that of the International Monetary Fund—to provide financial assistance to states that are faced with balance of payments problems (p. 30). Of course, the African Monetary Fund will service only Africa, so will be much more responsive to African states than the IMF has been (p. 30). The African Central Bank may be twenty years away (p. 30). When it does come into existence, it will be the sole issuer of Africa’s common currency, the Afro (p. 30). It will also act as the Bank of the African Union Government, regulate Africa’s banking industry, and set official interest and exchange rates (p. 30).
	The African Union has also created two African Union Human Rights Institutions, both of which are already in place (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 30). The African Commission on Human & Peoples’ Rights was established in 1986 to protect and promote human rights and to interpret the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (p. 30). The African Court on Human & Peoples' Rights was established in 2006 (p. 30). It has jurisdiction over all disputes regarding interpretation and implementation of the “African Charter on Human and People’s Rights” (p. 30). This court will eventually merge with the African Court of Justice (p. 30).
	While the first mission dealt with the institutions the African Union has built or is building for itself, the second mission deals with coordinating the actions of non-African Union institutions (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31). It endeavors to ensure “overall coherence of the programmes aimed at speeding up the integration process through actions undertaken in two directions” (p. 31).
	The first direction that the integration process must take is to “harmonize and rationalize” the Regional Economic Communities (RECs), intergovernmental organizations (IGOs), non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and international development partners (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31).
Africa’s Regional Economic Communities (RECs)



Source: African Union Web Site, Slide #9 (Jan 14, 2008)
http://www.africa-union.org/AU%20summit%202004/final%20slides%20plan%20stratégique%20anglais.pps 

	Multiple regional economic communities (RECs) exist in Africa, many of which have overlapping memberships (AUC, 2004, #9). The RECs consist primarily of trade blocs and, in some cases, also political and military cooperation (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31). The African Union Commission looks upon Africa’s RECs as the pillars of its integration plan (p. 31).
	At the same time the African Union is trying to integrate the whole continent, its member states are trying to integrate with their neighbors via the RECs (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31). The African Union Commission realizes that as it tries to reconcile each region’s policies and programs, it must take into account the differing rates of development from region to region, always keeping in mind the ultimate goal of total continental integration (p. 31).

Africa’s Inter-governmental Organizations (IGOs)

	
Community of Sahel-Saharan States 
Special Maghreb Advisory Committee
Gambia River Development Organization
Senegal River Development Organization
West African Economic and Monetary Union
West African Economic and Monetary Union
Intergovernmental Authority on Development 
Economic Community of West African States
Economic Community of Central African States
	
Kagera River Basin Organization
   Southern Africa Customs Union
     Lake Chad Basin Commission
      Indian Ocean Commission
        Liptako-Gourma Authority
East African Community          
Niger Basin Authority
Arab Maghreb Union
Mano River Union

	Economic Community of the Great Lakes Countries 
Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa
Inter-state Committee for Combating Drought in the Sahel




Source: http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/AboutAu/Vision/volume1.pdf, p. 29 (Jan 09, 2008)
	
	Right now, over one hundred African inter-governmental organizations (IGOs) are in operation on the continent (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31). “There is a need first and foremost to
ensure that the activities of IGOs contribute to the consolidation of the RECs [(regional economic communities)]” (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 2, p. 9). However, since little thought is currently given toward cooperating with each other, the result is “duplication, waste, red tape, and poor performance” (Vol. 1, p. 31). In an attempt to streamline their activities and foster interaction among themselves and with the RECs, the African Union has signed cooperation agreements with each of the IGOs identified above (Vol. 1, p. 31).
	 The African Union’s ultimate goal is to convert the IGOs into specialized institutions that will belong to the RECs (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 2, p. 9). “In the present context whereby the African Union is tackling head-on the issues of peace, security, governance and socio-economic development in Africa, rationalizing the IGOs and RECs has become a question of collective survival” (Vol. 2, p. 10).


Africa’s Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs)

	
Bibliotheca Alexandrina
Africa Research Institute
Nelson Mandela Institution
African Mathematical Union
New English Center for Hope
African Diaspora Medical Project
Media Institute of Southern Africa
Environmental Foundation for Africa
	
African Library Project
Enda Third World
College of Magic
Goree Institute
Justice Africa
Help Lesotho
Amani Trust
ArabDev

	Rural Education and Development Programme
African Society for Bioinformatics and Computational Biology
Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health
of Women and Children




Source: United Nations Public Administration Network Web Site (Jan 12, 2008)
http://www.unpan.org/NGO-Africa-Directory/index.htm


	According to the UN, as of January 2008, there were 2,459 African non-governmental organizations (NGOs) operating on the continent (UNPAN, 2008, ¶1). A few are listed here (¶22). The African Union tries to coordinate the activities of these organizations, too, with a short-term eye on efficiency and a long-term eye on integration (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31)..
	The most prominent international development partners that the African Union deals with are the United Nations (UN), World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Trade Organization (WTO), World Health Organization (WHO). The African Union has to remain vigilant to make sure that these organizations’ activities in Africa stay focused on Africa and not on their own special interests back home (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31).
	The United Nations, World Bank, and World Trade Organization will be discussed below. 	The International Monetary Fund does not run any special African programs, but it does publish regional reports and economic outlooks on Africa (IMF Pubs, 2008, ¶1).

UN Information Portals on Africa

	 
Source: United Nations Web Site (Feb 06, 2008) http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/afrec/
	 
Source: United Nations Web Site (Feb 06, 2008) http://www.un.org/africa/osaa/




	The United Nations currently runs its African operations through two main information portals; the Africa Renewal program and the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa (OSAA). The UN has always been heavily involved in Africa. During the 1950s and 1960s, it helped most African nations attain independence from their former colonial masters (Ziring, 2005, p. 374). During the 1980s, famine reached crisis proportions in Ethiopia (p. 454). On Dec 17, 1984, Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar created a special Office of Emergency Operations in Africa (OEOA) to mobilize international aid (p. 454). In 1995-96, when the genocide in Rwanda and Burundi created one of the largest concentrations of refugees the world has ever seen, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) assisted almost two million people (p. 458). From 2000-03, the UNHCR assisted another million refugees threatened by civil strife in Liberia, Sierra Leone, and the Central African Republic (p. 459). Two of the last three UN General Secretaries have hailed from Africa. Egypt’s Boutros Boutros-Ghali served from 1992 through 1996, and Ghana’s Koki Annan served from 1997 through 2006 (p. 151).
UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)



Source: UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) Web Site (Dec 11, 2007), http://www.uneca.org/

	In 1958, the United Nations established the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) to help plan and organize economic development for the continent’s newly independent nations (Ziring, 2005, p. 490). The Economic Commission for Africa is one of five regional commissions belonging to the UN’s Economic and Social Council (UNECA, 2008, ¶1). Its primary mission is to promote “regional integration in support of the African Union vision” (¶4). The ECA supports the African Union’s regional integration agenda by researching and analyzing regional integration issues (¶4). Another mission of the ECA is to meet “Africa’s special needs and emerging global challenges” (¶5). It places special emphasis on eradicating poverty, sustaining development and growth, alleviating the marginalization effects of globalization, and accelerating the empowerment of women (¶5). 
UN Millennium Development Goals



Source: UN Millennium Development Goals Web Site, http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ (Jan 09, 2008)


	On September 18, 2000, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted the Millennium Declaration, which set up a blueprint on how to achieve these eight goals throughout the world by the year 2015 (p. 1). According to the UN’s 2007 update report, “sub-Saharan Africa is not on track to achieve any of the goals” (UNDPI, p. 1).
	MDG Goal #1, Hunger and Poverty: Since 2000, the proportion of underweight children declined by only ten percent (UNDPI, 2007, p. 1). The proportion of people living on one dollar a day or less declined from 45.9 percent to 41.1 percent. Current rates of improvement will have to be doubled to reach MDG Goal #1 objectives by 2015 (p. 1).  
	MDG Goal #2, Education: Primary school enrolment increased from 57 percent to only 70 percent. Improvement will have to be doubled to reach objectives by 2015 (UNDPI, 2007, p. 1).
	MDG Goal #3, Gender Equality: The share of parliamentary seats held by women increased substantially, from seven percent to seventeen percent, but the share of women who earn a salary, aside from farming, remained at less than one-third (UNDPI, 2007, p. 1). Prospects for achieving MDG Goal #3 by 2015 look bleak (p. 1).
	MDG Goal #4, Child Mortality: Under-five mortality rates dropped only slightly—from 185 per 1,000 live births to 166 (UNDPI, 2007, p. 2). This hardly made a dent in the MDG Goal #4 objective of two-thirds reduction (p. 2).
	MDG Goal #5, Maternal Health: Odds that a sub-Saharan African woman will die from complications of pregnancy and childbirth during her lifetime are one in sixteen, versus one in 3,800 in the developed world (UNDPI, 2007, p. 2). No progress has been made here at all (p. 2).
	No progress has been made on MDG Goal #6, AIDS and Other Diseases, either (UNDPI, 2007, p. 2). The rate of new tuberculosis cases is climbing (p. 2), and
the number of people dying from AIDS continues to mount, reaching two million in 2006….The number of new cases, especially among women, as well as the number of people with advanced HIV infection continues to grow and is rising faster than treatment services are being scaled up (p. 2).
	MDG Goal #7, Environmental Sustainability: The percentage of the population that lacked access to basic sanitation facilities decreased only from sixty-eight percent to sixty-three percent—far from the target of cutting this proportion in half by 2015 (UNDPI, 2007, p. 2).
	MDG Goal #8, Global Development Partnership: Policies put in place by the United Nations, African Union and individual African governments have contributed to “annual economic growth [that] has averaged close to six percent for the last three years” (UNDPI, 2007, p. 3). This progress remains fragile, though, as it is also based on a boom in oil prices (p. 3).
	World Bank Africa Action Plan



Source: World Bank Web Site, http://www.worldbank.org/features/2007/africa-landing.htm (Jan 09, 2008)


	The World Bank has many programs in operation in Africa. In April 2005, when it became evident that African nations were not developing quickly enough to reach their millennium development goals (MDGs) by the year 2015, the World Bank implemented the Africa Action Plan (AAP) (WBAR, 2007, p. 1). This plan concentrates on reforming business, health, and education practices in African countries to stimulate economic growth and development (p. 1).
	Since the plan was implemented, economic and social trends in Africa have improved (WBAR, 2007, p. 1). An unanticipated spurt in oil prices has helped, more than hurt, economic development (p. 1). Today “more than a third of Africans live in seventeen countries that have grown at more than four percent per year for ten years” (p. 1). But trends in aid and trade have been less encouraging (p. 1). Although G-8 heads of state launched a Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRI) at the July 2005 Gleneagles Summit, further promises of scaled up aid have not yet been delivered  (p. 1).
World Bank Africa Results Monitoring System



Source: http://web.worldbank.org/wbsite/external/countries/africaext/extafres/3506896,00.html  (Jan 09, 2008)


	The Africa Results Monitoring System (AfricaRMS) is a dynamic tool that the World Bank created in September 2007 to gather results from all of its programs in Africa and share them with the general public to show donors how their funds are being spent and what results they are producing (AfricaRMS, 2007, ¶1). Through partnerships with individual African nations, AfricaRMS combines project and financial data from World Bank systems with African state data from “administrative and survey sources and national accounts” (¶1).
	Project managers have already come to rely upon the AfricaRMS as a vital resource to help them compute development results and trends (AfricaRMS, 2007, ¶1). The system tracks the progress of the Africa Action Plan, International Development Association (IDA) and the Millennium Development Goals and guides reporting for task teams (¶1). As part of this initiative, the World Bank is also developing evaluation, monitoring and statistical systems with partner countries and the African Union (¶1).
Africa’s Integration Initiatives

	New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD)
Conference on Security, Stability, Development and Cooperation in Africa  (CSSDCA)




Source: http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/AboutAu/Vision/volume1.pdf, p. 31 (Jan 09, 2008)


	The second direction that the African Union’s integration process must take is to “integrate…the various initiatives which had been mapped out to accelerate integration in the Continent”—namely, the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and the Conference on Security, Stability, Development and Cooperation in Africa (CSSDCA) (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31).
	In July 2001, the Organization of African Unity launched (NEPAD) to promote “Afro-responsibility” (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 18). NEPAD’s primary objective is to enhance Africa’s participation in global, political and economic affairs by eradicating poverty (p. 18). To accomplish this objective, NEPAD works toward establishing stable peace and security conditions, and promoting sustainable economic growth and development (p. 18).
	The Conference on Security, Stability Development and Cooperation in Africa  (CSSDCA) is a policy development process specifically created to function within the framework of the African Union (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 36). The idea of the CSSDCA goes back to 1990, when the Africa Leadership Forum, in collaboration with the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), published the Kampala Document, which envisioned a “free and prosperous Africa, based on accountable government, implementation of democratic reforms and a thriving civil society” (p. 36). The Organization of African Unity adopted this principle as its argument for the creation of the Africa Union (p. 36). Thus, the CSSDCA gained a preeminent position in the continent’s bid to articulate a new direction (p. 36).
[bookmark: Different_Departments_within_CSSDCA]
	The third mission of the African Union is to institute a strategic watch tower that will enable it to take Africa’s destiny into its own hands (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 31). To that end, the African Union aims to establish a network of experts and organize brainstorming sessions on the important issues and challenges of the day (p. 31).
	The African Union’s fourth mission is to serve as the interface between Africa and the rest of the world (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 32). It must make sure that Africa’s voice is heard—that it “projects a positive image of its history, tradition and local crafts….This constitutes a vast field of knowledge and expertise that deserves to be better known and understood” (p. 32). 
	The fifth mission directs the African Union to play a strong leadership role in regards to all political, economic, social and cultural issues concerning Africa (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 34). Negotiations between member states and all integration and development players must be conducted “under the political leadership of the African Union to help foster cooperation and harmony and avoid duplication of effort and wasting of resources” (p. 34).
	The African Union’s sixth mission directs it to improve the well-being of the people of Africa (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 37). The African Union must help member nations overcome access problems to world markets and international financing, improve health and education coverage, and provide a springboard for an African cultural renaissance (p. 37).
	The seventh mission of the African Union is to formulate a follow-up/evaluation mechanism with modern management techniques to enable it to mark its progress and develop a results-oriented culture (Konaré, 2004, Vol. 1, p. 38). The African Union’s predecessor, the Organization of African Unity, ended up with little to show for its ambitious efforts—other than well-earned recognition for its fight against, and eventual victory over, apartheid (p. 38).
Life Expectancy at Birth




Source: UN Development Programme: Human Development Reports Web Site (Jan 13, 2008)
http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/hdr_20072008_tables.zip, Table 1

	The major issues that concern all Africans these days fall into the following categories: health, political, environmental, economic, and cultural. 
	The major health issues facing Africa today, as discussed previously in the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) section, involve AIDS, malaria, child mortality, and maternal health care (UNDPI, 2007, p. 2). The one statistic that the author believes probably best describes the overall health condition of a particular population is “life expectancy at birth.” The graph above indicates that, unfortunately, not much progress has been made during the past thirty-five years in this regard (UNDP, 2008, table 1). Sub-Saharan Africa ranks just slightly ahead of the UN’s low human development states (table 1).
African Decolonization

[image: ]

Source: Global Issues: Conflict in Africa--Introduction Web Site (Feb 02, 2008)
http://www.globalissues.org/images/Countries/IndependentAfrica.gif


	The major political issues affecting the African continent today relate to decolonization, civil wars and corruption.
	Three hundred years of European exploitation and colonialism has left an indelible, devastating imprint on Africa (Shah, 2005, ¶33). “The humiliation and sense of frustration fostered by foreign rule left the seeds of anti-Western feelings that remain today” Ziring, 2005, p. 474). In such states, political enmity often still exists as a holdover of the colonists’ “carefully cultivated policy of divide and rule” or as a result of boundary lines drawn by imperial design that often thrust traditional enemies together within a single colony (p. 474). These diverse ethnic groups could not possibly adapt and adjust to each other in such a short period of time (p. 474).
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) and Morocco

	
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic

[image: Map of Western Sahara]
	
Morocco
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Sahrawi Map: CIA Factbook, https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/wi.html (Jan 05, 2008)
Morocco Map: CIA Factbook, https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/mo.html (Jan 05, 2008)

	The remaining remnant issue directly related to decolonization involves the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) and the one African nation that has thus far resisted joining the African Union: Morocco (MINURSO, 2007, p. 3). Sahrawi has been on the UN’s list of Non-Self-Governing Territories since 1963 when it was a Spanish colony known as “Western Sahara” (p. 1). Morocco and Sahrawi’s Polisario Front independence movement dispute control of this territory (p. 2). Since a UN-brokered cease-fire in 1991, most of the territory has been controlled by Morocco, the remainder by Polisario (p. 3). Both of them boost their claims by accumulating formal recognition, mostly from minor states (p. 3). Polisario has won recognition from forty-five states and the African Union (p. 5). Morocco has won recognition from twenty-five states and the Arab League (p. 5). Major powers like the US have taken a neutral position (p. 5). Of course, the African Union’s recognition of the Polisario government is the cause of Morocco’s refusal to join the African Union (p. 5). Resolution is nowhere in sight.
	In 1998, fourteen African nations were experiencing armed conflict or civil strife and eleven more were under severe political crisis (UNGA, 2004, p. 2). Six years later, in 2004, only six African nations were considered to be experiencing armed conflict, and very few others were facing deep political crises (p. 2). During the last four years, the number has increased back up to ten (Pike, n.d., table 1). Civil wars are raging in the Congo, Ivory Coast, Somalia, the Cabinda section of Angola, the Darfur section of Sudan, and the Caprivi section of Namibia, while civil conflicts rage on in Algeria, Nigeria, Uganda, and Kenya (table 1). 
	There have been many causes and contributing factors to these wars and conflicts, such as liberation politics, political manipulation, external invasions (both by armies and refugees), Western interference, ethnic differences and rivalries, and authoritarian regime collapses (Ali & Matthews, 1994, p 4). In many African countries, the governments do not draw the loyalties of their citizens (Kennedy, 1993, p. 341). In extreme cases like Somalia, the “state” has ceased to exist (p. 341).
	Dr. Isaac Olawale Albert (2007), of the Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa, notes that the role of the African Union “is becoming more and more relevant in bringing an end to current conflicts of all types and averting future ones” (p. 50). He goes on to say that since the end of the Cold War, Great Power relationships and commitments in Africa have all but dissolved (p. 50). During the 1980s, aid to Africa “swallowed up more than one hundred billion dollars,” and the continent just sank deeper into poverty (p. 50). Dr. Albert, who is a member of  the Peace and Conflict Studies Programme, Institute of African Studies at the University of Ibadan in Ibadan, Nigeria, laments that: 
Africa is the world’s poorest and most wretched continent. If it were not for the Gulf War, television screens would now be showing emaciated Africans, who are starving in even greater number this year than they did in 1985. Hollow eyes, matchstick limbs,…anarchy on the streets, unrepentant warlords boasting of their exploits and threatening to cause more troubles, child soldiers brandishing the latest automatic weapons, dead bodies in different stages of decomposition on city streets, displaced persons carrying what is left of their belongings on their heads and trekking to wherever, futureless orphans in pensive mood, tons of relief material being ferried to the refugee camps, and suchlike happenings all over the place tug on comfortable people’s consciences (Albert, 2007, p. 50).
	Since aid did not help, the UN and the West adopted a new approach, which the African Union (then as the Organization of African Unity) has also adopted (Albert, 2007, p. 50). The UN, the West, and the African Union now encourage the use of “preventive diplomacy” for managing conflicts (p. 50). The policy of preventive diplomacy concentrates on strengthening peacemaking and peacekeeping capacities (p. 50-51). America’s attitude toward preventive diplomacy is exemplified by its unwavering resolve to not send ground troops to Africa for any combat operations (p. 51). President Clinton promised in 1994 to “help African nations identify and solve problems before they erupt” (p. 50). This was a clear message to African leaders to find better ways of dealing with their internal problems before they degenerate into crises (p. 51).
	In 1993, the Organization of African Unity created its own preventive diplomacy initiative—the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution (MCPMR) (Albert, 2007, p. 51). This program is founded upon the philosophy that the responsibility for dealing with African problems rests mainly with Africans (p. 51). African leaders now realize that the international community can provide support, but cannot be expected to take the lead in making, building and keeping peace in Africa (p. 51). The MCPMR put the Organization of African Unity on the road to super-national status by incorporating the following principles:
Interdependence among Member States of the Union; participation of the African peoples in the activities of the Union; establishment of a common defense policy; resolution of conflicts among Member States through such appropriate means as may be decided upon by the Assembly; the right of the Union to intervene in a Member State pursuant to a decision of the Assembly in respect of grave circumstances, namely: war crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity; the right of Member States to request intervention from the Union in order to restore peace and security; and condemnation and rejection of unconstitutional changes of governments (p. 51-52).
	While detractors often snidely referred to the Organization of African Unity as the “Dictators Club” because of its steadfast refusal to tread on any member state’s sovereignty no matter how justified it might have been in some cases, the implementation of the MCPMR marked a turning point in which African leaders proclaimed a willingness to undermine the sovereignty of an African Union member state if it best suited the whole of Africa to do so (Reynolds, 2002, ¶3). Nevertheless, Takehiko Ochiai (2006), of the Afrasian Centre for Peace and Development Studies at Ryukoku University, points out in the 1990s, MCPMR-driven security initiatives succeeded to some degree in the sense that they demonstrated an attitude to have “Africans themselves settle African conflicts,” but in the end they failed to respond adequately to actual conflict (p. 7).
	The July 2002 transformation of the Organization of African Unity into the African Union was looked upon with great expectation as another turning point for revitalizing Africa’s security initiatives at a time when earlier expectations were declining (Ochiai, 2006, p. 7-8). At the first African Union summit held in July 2002, the members adopted the “Protocol relating to the Establishment of the Peace and Security Council of the African Union” (p. 8). In May 2004, the union inaugurated the Peace and Security Council as a “permanent decision-making body for conflict prevention, management, and resolution” (p. 8). To assist the Peace and Security Council, the African Union set up bodies such as the “Panel of the Wise, Continental Early Warning System, Peace Fund, and Military Staff Committee” (p. 8). In another measure to improve its conflict response capability, the African Union is making preparations to inaugurate by 2020 the African Standby Forces—fifteen  thousand personnel consisting of five sub-regional brigades in North, West, East, Southern, and Central Africa (p. 8).
	Meanwhile, the African Union has had some success in reducing the number and effect of military coup d’états attempts in Africa (UNGA, 2004, p. 3). Even most countries that did experience successful coups—“Central African Republic, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, Sao Tome, and Sierra Leone”—saw saw their original governments quickly restored thanks to pressure employed mainly by the African Union and the heads of state of individual African nations (p. 3). 
	One reason for this promising trend is NEPAD’s employment of the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), which was established to “assess, monitor and promote good political, economic and corporate governance and human rights observance” (UNGA, 2004, p. 3). Another reason is the African Union’s establishment of a legal framework and structures which enable it to deal effectively with conflicts, such as the “Peace and Security Council and the Committee of the Wise” (p. 3). Furthermore, the African Union is working in closer collaboration than ever before with the United Nations (p. 3). “In general, there are increased prospects for peace restoration in all countries experiencing armed conflict” (p. 3).
Darfur, Sudan
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Source: Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) World Factbook (Jan 05, 2008)
https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/su.html
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	Nowhere on the continent is the conflict worse than in Darfur. News reports have been thoroughly documenting the ongoing misery and sorrow there: between two hundred thousand and four hundred thousand dead; two and a half million refugees (BBC, 2007, ¶4). This conflict pits the three main sub-Saharan ethnic groups—the Fur, the Zaghawa, and the Massaleit—against the Arab ethnic groups and their government-armed militia, known as the Janjaweed (Dagne, 2004, pg. 1). Over the past five years, the word Janjaweed has become synonymous with genocide (USHR, 2004, ¶1)
	In August 2004, the African Union stood up the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS) and sent one hundred fifty peace-keeping troops to Darfur (Ki, 2004, p. 2). The number peaked at seven thousand in 2007, but that was still too few to stop the violence (CNN, 2007, ¶8). In fact, ever since the African Union troops came under direct attack from the Janjaweed in September, 2007, they have given up on patrolling refugee camps or performing even the most basic peacekeeping duties, such as protecting women from being raped by the Janjaweed when they leave their camps to collect firewood (¶9).
	On July 31, 2007, the African Union’s efforts at bringing peace to Darfur got a boost when the United Nations Security Council passed Resolution 1769, which authorized the deployment of an AU-UN “hybrid” force of twenty-six thousand peacekeepers to Darfur (UNSC, 2007, ¶1).
	On December 31, 2007, the African Union reported that it had transferred authority of its AMIS troops to the UN peacekeeping force—the United Nations African Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) (CNN, 2007, ¶1). This force still only includes nine thousand of the authorized twenty-six thousand troops, though (¶2). The Sudanese government has in the past accused the UN as acting as world colonizers, so it is no surprise that it has thrown up bureaucratic obstacles to block the force's full deployment (¶4). It is not clear when further deployments will come, but the African Union has been keeping constant pressure on the Khartoum government (¶3). The African Union has also promised to fill out the remainder of the twenty-six thousand-member force, but their troops are still too ill-trained and ill-equipped to make much of a difference at this point (¶11).
	On January 31, 2008, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon addressed the African Union summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: “We are determined to build on the foundation that AMIS laid down in Darfur. I pay special tribute to the AU and to the brave men and women of AMIS who stepped in when no one else would. Some of them lost their lives” (Ban, 2008, ¶12).
Corruption in the World
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Source: Transparency International Web Site (Jan 06, 2008) http://www.transparency.org/content/download/24101/360189


	Corruption is at the root of many of Africa’s problems. Besides the already-mentioned issue of aid siphoning, other corruption issues include bribery, graft, extortion, embezzlement, etc., and the illegal practices that lead to and result from these practices: poaching, smuggling, money laundering, and organized crime (Quinones, 2000, ¶4).
	According to the World Bank’s Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI) study, “Governance Matters, 2007,” which measured the quality of governance in two-hundred twelve countries around the world from 1996 to 2006, bribery around the world is currently estimated to total one trillion dollars (WGI, 2008, p. 1). This burden falls disproportionately on the bottom billion people who live in extreme poverty—which means, for the most part, Africa (p. 1).
Corruption in Africa
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Source: Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index: Africa, p. 1-2 (Jan 06, 2008)
 http://www.transparency.org/content/download/23973/358239


	Our global public conscience compels us all to want to donate aid to needy nations (Lerrick, 2005, p. 1). Corruption has prevented aid from benefiting or even reaching the poor, though, and “has instead enriched and entrenched a series of destructive governing elite regimes” (p. 1). As shown in the chart above, most African nations languish at the bottom of Transparency International’s 2007 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) (TIPR, 2008, p. 1-2).
	All is not lost, though. The 2007 CPI report declared that Africa had taken the biggest steps to reduce corruption over the past ten years (TINR, 2008, ¶3). While the Ivory Coast, Zimbabwe and now Kenya have shown significant declines, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Angola, and Rwanda have improved some aspects of their governance (WGI, 2008, p. 2).

Erosion



Source: NASA Johnson Space Center: Earth from Space: Betsiboka Estuary, Madagascar (Jan 05, 2008)
http://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/sseop/images/EO/highres/ISS008/ISS008-E-19233.JPG


	A number of environmental issues plague Africa today, such as desertification, droughts, famines, floods, erosion, overpopulation, pollution and wildlife habitat destruction.
	The photo above was taken by astronauts aboard the International Space Station (Dismukes, 2004, ¶2). It documents widespread flooding and bright red topsoil being washed from the hillsides into Madagascar’s Bestiboka River estuary (¶2). The Astronauts described this view as “bleeding into the ocean” (¶1). Nearly a century of extensive logging of Madagascar's rainforests and coastal mangroves has cleared ninety-five percent of the island’s forests (¶1). Now, after every heavy rain, erosion clogs the coastal waterways with sediment (¶1). Ocean-going ships that were once able to travel up the estuary, now must berth at the coast (¶1). This situation is not unique to Madagascar, of course, and it is not even unique to Africa (¶4).

African Wildlife
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Giraffe Image (5 Jan 08): http://www.backpackerinfo.net/images/Kenya2006/giraffe.jpg
Elephant Image (5 Jan 08): http://www.onsafari.com/photos/Traveler%20Impressions/Draughon/Serengeti%20Elephant.JPG
Ringtail Lemur Image (5 Jan 2008): http://www.dumondconservancy.org/dc2005/images/web/troy%20originals/lemur8.jpg
Meerkat Image (5 Jan 08): http://www.farsideafrica.com/pics/botswana/pans/jacks_camp/large/meerkat.jpg
Mountain Gorilla Image (5 Jan 2008): http://worldwildlife.org/wildplaces/congo/images/threegorillas48700.jpg
Cheetah Image (5 Jan 2008): http://www.bergoiata.org/fe/felins/High%20Velocity,%20Cheetah.jpg

	European colonial leaders in Africa often created settlements and forced agricultural or industrial development upon formerly pristine wildlife habitat (AUF, n.d., ¶3). The African wildlife has suffered alongside the African people, and some species have gone extinct (¶3). Others have joined the “endangered” club (¶3). The most endangered species include “the mountain gorilla, elephant, wild dog, and both black and white rhinoceroses” (¶14). Species at risk include “most lemurs, the manatee, dugong, Grevy’s zebra, and giant chameleon” (¶14).
 	Africans are, of course, well aware of the threat to their wildlife (AUF, n.d., ¶4). Individual governments and the African Union have established national parks and protected reserves all over the continent in an effort to conserve their animal wealth (¶4).
Major African Wildlife Sanctuaries

	Aberdare National Park [Kenya] 
Abu Galum Managed Resource Protected Area [Egypt] 
Abuko Nature Reserve [Gambia] 
Addo Elephant National Park [South Africa] 
Amboseli National Park [Kenya] 
Arusha National Park [Tanzania] 
Bale Mountains National Park [Ethiopia] 
Berenty: Reserve Privee De Berenty [Madagascar] 
Bogoria: Lake Bogoria National Reserve [Kenya] 
Bua National Park [Ghana] 
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park [Uganda] 
Caprivi Game Park [Namibia] 
Central Kalahari Game Reserve [Botswana] 
Charara Safari Area [zimbabwe] 
Chobe National Park [Botswana] 
Comoe National Park [Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast)] 
Cross River National Park and Oban Hills [Nigeria] 
Etosha National Park [Namibia] 
Elgon: Mount Elgon National Park [Uganda] 
Fish River Canyon National Park [Namibia] 
Garamba National Park [Democratic Republic of Congo] 
Gbele Game Sanctuary [Ghana] 
Gemsbok National Park [Botswana/South Africa] 
Gombe Streams National Park [Tanzania] 
Gonarezhou National Park [zimbabwe] 
Greater Limpopo Transfrontier Park [Zim/Moz/S. Africa] 
Hell's Gate National Park [Kenya] 
Hlane National Park [Swaziland] 
Hluhluwe Game Reserve [South Africa] 
Hwange National Park [zimbabwe] 
Isalo: Parc National De Isalo [Madagascar] 
Itala Game Reserve [South Africa] 
Kafue National Park [Zambia] 
Kahuzi-Biega: Parc National De Kahuzi-Biega [DRC] 
Kakamega Forest National Reserve [Kenya] 
Kakum Conservation Area, Ghana 
Kalahari Gemsbok National Park [South Africa] 
Kamnarok: Lake Kamnarok National Reserve [Kenya] 
Kaokoland Nature Reserve [Namibia] 
Khaudom Game Reserve [Namibia] 
Kibale Forest Primate Reserve [Uganda] 
Kidepo Valley National Park [Uganda] 
Kilimanjaro National Park [Tanzania] 
Korup National Park [Cameroon] 
Kruger National Park [South Africa] 
Krugersdorp Game Reserve [South Africa] 
Kutse Game Reserve [Botswana] 
Lavushi Manda National Park [Zambia] 
Liwonde National Park [Malawi] 
Lochinvar National Park [Zambia] 
Lower Zambezi National Park [Zambia] 
Luambe National Park [Zambia] 
Mabuasehube Game Reserve [Botswana] 
Madikwe Game Reserve [South Africa] 
Mahale Mountains National Park [Tanzania] 
Mahango Game Reserve [Namibia] 
	Makgadikgadi Pans Game Reserve [Botswana]
Mana Pools National Park [Zimbabwe] 
Manyara: Lake Manyara National Park [Tanzania] 
Maraoue National Park [Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast)] 
Masai Mara National Reserve [Kenya] 
Matusadona National Park [zimbabwe] 
Mburo: Lake Mburo National Park [Uganda] 
Meru National Park [Kenya] 
Mgahinga Gorilla National Park [Uganda] 
Mkuzi Game Reserve [South Africa] 
Mlawula Nature Reserve [Swaziland] 
Mlilwane Wildlife Sanctuary [Swaziland] 
Mole National Park [Ghana] 
Moremi Wildlife Reserve [Botswana] 
Mount Elgon National Reserve [Kenya] 
Mount Kenya National Park [Kenya] 
Mount Longonot National Park [Kenya] 
Murchison Falls National Park [Uganda] 
Mwea National Reserve [Kenya] 
Nabq Managed Resource Protected Area [Egypt] 
Nairobi National Park [Kenya] 
Nakuru: Lake Nakuru National Park [Kenya] 
Ndumo Game Reserve [South Africa] 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area [Tanzania] 
Niokolo-Koba: Parc National De Niokolo-Koba, Senegal 
Nxai Pan National Park [Botswana] 
Nyika National Park, Malawi 
Odzala: Parc National De Odzala (Republic of Congo) 
Ol Donyo Sabuk National Park [Kenya] 
Omo Safari [Ethiopia] 
Okavango Delta [Botswana] 
Pilanesberg National Park [South Africa] 
Queen Elizabeth National Park [Uganda] 
Ras Mohammed National Park [Egypt] 
Ruaha National Park [Tanzania] 
Rwenzori Mountains National Park [Uganda] 
Saint Katherine Protected Area [Egypt] 
Saiwa Swamp National Park [Kenya] 
Samburu and Buffalo Springs National Reserves [Kenya] 
Selous National Park [Tanzania] 
Semuliki National Park [Uganda] 
Serengeti National Park [Tanzania] 
Simien Mountains National Park [Ethiopia] 
South Luangwa National Park [Zambia] 
Sumbu National Park [Zambia] 
Tai National Park [Côte d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast)] 
Tarangire National Park [Tanzania] 
Toubkal: Parc Nationale de Toubkal [Morocco] 
Tsavo National Park [Kenya] 
Umfolozi Game Reserve [South Africa] 
Upemba National Park [Democratic Republic of Congo] 
Vhembe-Dongola National Park [South Africa/Zimbabwe] 
Victoria Falls National Park [zimbabwe] 
Virunga: Parc National Des Virunga [DRC] 
Waza National Park [Cameroon] 
Yankari National Park [Nigeria]



Source: African Unification Front Web Site, http://www.africanfront.com/parks.php (Jan 03, 2008)
	Elegant lodges are now a common sight and provide accommodations for millions of tourists every year (¶6). Some are even equipped with their own airstrips that service both tourists and game wardens as they survey the wild herds beneath them (¶6).
	Besides the sanctuaries listed above, there are hundreds of smaller marine parks (AUF, n.d., ¶7), safari camps, and private game reserves all over Africa (¶5). The African Union also manages several large cross-border sanctuaries (¶11). These parks present special problems related to the prevention of poaching (¶11). 
	The African Union has divided Africa into two flora and fauna zones—the Northern Interior, and the Ethiopian Zone (AUF, n.d., ¶2). The Ethiopian Zone, or southern, sub-Saharan zone, has the densest fauna and the widest bio-diversity on Earth (¶2). The African Unification Front is commissioned by the African Union to authorize communities to manage their own wildlife (¶1). Farmers and ranchers, as well as other members of the community who directly interact with wildlife, adopt the wildlife and ecosystems together to ensure they are properly cared for not only out of a sense of pride, but also for economic gain from the tourist trade (¶1). 
	The economic issues that concern most every nation in the world are also of most important concern to Africa, of course—poverty, education, development and trade. Back in 1993, Nigerian president General Olusegun Obasnjo lamented that “Contrasting what is taking place in Africa” with developments such as perestroika in the former Soviet Union, the coming integration of Europe, and the economic miracles taking place in East Asia, “it is difficult to believe that we inhabit the same historical time” (Kennedy, 1993, p. 338). Sub-Saharan Africa was described as “the third world’s third world” (p. 338). Foreign development experts considered Africa hopeless and abandoned it to work elsewhere (p. 338). Fifteen years later, Africa finally may have turned the corner.

Africa’s Economic Indicators, 1990-2005

	Economic Indicator
	1990
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Real GDP Growth Rate (%)
	1.282
	3.172
	3.421
	3.991
	3.520
	4.584
	5.134
	4.557

	GDP Per Capita (US $)
	763.731
	721.230
	730.902
	699.923
	673.396
	798.180
	921.172
	1,039 

	Inflation (%)
	16.435
	11.849
	13.549
	10.518
	9.104
	9.603
	7.831
	7.876

	Fiscal Balance (% GDP)
	-4.196
	-3.401
	-1.692
	-2.601
	-2.945
	-2.433
	-0.983
	-0.254

	Gross Domestic Investment (% GDP)
	21.739
	20.762
	18.914
	19.242
	20.097
	20.186
	20.762
	20.884

	Gross National Savings (% GDP)
	18.839
	16.758
	19.208
	18.609
	18.523
	19.761
	20.934
	22.089

	Real Export Growth (%)
	16.087
	2.733
	9.958
	1.192
	0.825
	7.912
	7.099
	4.733

	Trade Balance ( % GDP )
	1.563
	-1.017
	4.262
	1.780
	1.150
	2.301
	1.089
	0.608

	Current Account (% GDP)
	-1.478
	-3.100
	1.027
	0.087
	-1.329
	-0.184
	0.490
	1.776

	Terms of Trade (%)
	3.070
	7.531
	13.538
	-3.195
	-1.169
	2.864
	3.936
	13.040

	Total External Debt (% GDP)
	58.459
	59.495
	55.102
	53.350
	52.852
	48.284
	42.362
	35.671

	Debt Service  (% of Exports)
	28.478
	20.455
	17.168
	17.827
	14.918
	13.805
	11.968
	10.598


Source: African Development Bank: Selected Statistics on African Countries, 2007, Volume XXVI (Jan 04, 2008)
http://www.afdb.org/pls/portal/docs/page/adb_admin_pg/documents/statistics/selected%202007_web_0.pdf

	According to a 2007 African Development Bank report, Africa’s economy has been growing steadily since about 1990 (Kokil, 2007, p. 43-61). Africa’s gross domestic product (GDP) also strengthened significantly in 2006 and 2007, “and that momentum is expected to be maintained in 2008 at a pace above six percent” (UNDPAD, 2008, p. 3). Economic performance was broad-based with almost half of the countries recording GDP growth rates higher than five percent (Kokil, p. 43). Unemployment rates, however, have been high and will remain so “as long as labor-force increases continue to outpace employment creation” (UNDPAD, p. 3).
	The African continent’s per capita gross national income (GNI) increased from six hundred fifty-eight dollars in 2000 to eight hundred eight dollars in 2004 and to nine hundred fifty-five dollars in 2005, but as of 2007, almost half of Africa’s population still inhabited nations where the per capita GNI stood at under five hundred sixty dollars (Kokil, 2007, p. 46).
World Economic Growth in GDP, 2006-2008



Source: UN World Economic Situation and Prospects 2008 Executive Summary, p. 2 (Jan 06, 2008)
http:// www.un.org/esa/policy/wess/wesp2008files/es_eng.pdf


	Since 1990, all sectors of Africa’s economies have recorded improved performance (Kokil, 2007, p. 44).  Services accounted for the largest share of GDP, followed by industry and agriculture (p. 46). As compared to 1990, the relative shares of agriculture, manufacturing and services declined in 2006, but were compensated for by an increase in the share of non-manufacturing industry mainly accounted for by increasing mineral and oil output (p. 46). The continent benefited from rising global demand and higher prices of primary commodities, especially oil, and “reaped the benefits of better macroeconomic management initiated earlier, resulting in consolidation of fiscal balances and lower inflation rates” (p. 45). Improved performance was also driven by increased domestic consumption and investment (p. 46). 
Indefinite improvement is highly unlikely, though, as long as Africa’s economy rests so firmly upon oil and minerals (UNDPAD, 2008, p. 4).
Global Trade

[image: ]

Source: World Trade Organization (WTO) International Trade Statistics 2007, p. 3 (Jan 06, 2008) 
http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/its2007_e/its2007_e.pdf


	Global trade has expanded dramatically since the end of World War II, from eighty billion dollars in 1953 to eight trillion dollars in 2004 (Escaith, 2007, p. 1). Africa’s share of that pie steadily declined during that period (p. 1), but now its portion of global trade may finally be on the increase (p. 10). Since 2003, Africa’s trade in merchandise has been growing at a rate comparable to that of the rest of the world (p. 235), and its trade in services has been growing at a favorable rate (p. 233). 
	Despite the recent increase, though, Africa is still responsible for less than three percent of all global trade (Escaith, 2007, p. 235). Africa’s chief exports include such highly volatile commodities as coffee, copper, diamonds, and oil (p. 4). Africa would seem to have enormous potential for intra-regional trade, but currently accounts for only three tenths of one percent of total world trade, compared to, on the high end, Europe’s thirty-one percent (p. 3).
World Trade Organization (WTO) Membership
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Source: World Trade Organization (WTO) International Trade Statistics 2007, p. 242 (Jan 06, 2008)
http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/statis_e/its2007_e/its07_world_trade_dev_e.pdf


	Of the fifty-four nations on the African continent, only nine are not yet full-fledged members of the World Trade Organization (WTO) (Escaith, 2007, p. 242). Two of those, Equatorial Guinea and Liberia, requested accession to the WTO in February 2007 and June 2007, respectively (WTO, 2007, p. 4). The WTO General Council is reviewing both requests (p. 1). 
	Despite most African nations’ willingness to join and participate in the WTO, for the most part, they all remain dissatisfied with the way the organization operates (Draper, 2005, p. 1). The aid Africa receives is only a fraction of what the continent loses as a result of unfair trade practices in developed country markets (p. 4). Africa has a potential comparative advantage “in agriculture and agro-processed products, but high tariffs and subsidies that many developed economies dole out to their producers and exporters depress world agricultural prices” (p. 6). One of the biggest obstacles facing African exporters, “effectively confining them to supplying raw materials, is tariff escalation, whereby tariffs rise as value addition increases” (p. 7).

	In conclusion, the African Union has experienced many failures and disappointments during the last five years. Corruption continues to scare away much aid and investment that might otherwise lead to a broad range of integration and development successes. The health of the continent’s citizens is deteriorating as the AIDS virus, tuberculosis bacteria and malaria protozoa continue to win their wars against the human population. Much complex work remains to be done on the operational capacity of the Union’s governmental organs (Magliveras, p. 425). The nations of Africa have thus far been unable to shift the foundations of their economies from fragile commodities such as oil and minerals to stable economies based on goods and services. And, of course, the African Union’s inability to prevent and then stop the genocides in Burundi, Rwanda, Darfur, and now Kenya marks the biggest failure of all on the African Union report card.
	All is not doom and gloom, though. Absolute corruption still trails the field badly, but it improved over the rest of the world during the past ten years. Trade is on the increase. Democracy is growing stronger. The African Union’s super-national status is growing stronger. The situation in Darfur is improving. Cooperation with and commitments from international development partners—particularly the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, World Trade Organization, and the United Nations—continue to grow. 
	 The United Nations serves as a model for the African Union in many ways. As a general-competence international organization, the African Union, just like the United Nations, has to deal with every issue under the Sun. Many issues, such as global warming and the digital divide, were not even mentioned here. Many problems require a fantastic amount of time, effort, coordination, cooperation, money, manpower, and resources to resolve. African Union supporters must often feel hopelessly depressed whenever they contemplate whether or not their labor will ever bear any fruit. They must remember, though, that it is still very early. The Organization of African Unity / African Union is still in its infancy. And progress is being made.
	The organization has turned the corner on the dualistic nature of its governance. Since the implementation of its Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution (MCPMR) in 1993, the African Union has been traveling down the same path forged long ago by the United States and more recently by the European Union. The sovereignty of the individual member states is not as important any more as the sovereignty of the entire African Union and the well-being of all of Africa’s citizens.
	Conflicts continue to rage throughout the continent, but, the recent violence in Kenya notwithstanding, they are on the decrease both in numbers and intensity. The last major tribal conflict in America—between the Yankees and Confederates—concluded almost a century after the country was formed. The latest conflict in Europe—among the Balkan tribes—only just concluded, hopefully for good. Western powers caused many of the conflicts in Africa when they drew up the boundaries of their colonies with no sensitivity as to where the existing tribal boundaries lay. Just as Europe recently did with the Balkan states, the African Union may have to resort to redrawing boundaries to resolve some of its conflicts.
	Diplomacy, development, trade and economic growth, of course, provide the preferred means with which to resolve conflicts and improve Africans’ well-being. As noted in this paper, the African Union is making progress in all of these areas, too. Africa still has a long way to go before it reaches parity with the developed nations of the world, but with every passing day, its rate of progress increases exponentially. In 2004, the African Union sent a measly one-hundred fifty peacekeepers to Darfur; now it is providing nine thousand. This author, for one, is impressed with the African Union’s performance and is rooting for its continued success.
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