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Abstract

This study of economic development in Hispaniola attempts to determine the causes of, and the actions needed to rectify, Haiti’s continued poor rate of economic development compared to that of the Dominican Republic.  The investigation scrutinizes expert historical evaluations and world economic reports in its examination of the two countries’ politico-economic situations, socio-economic trends, and possible corrective measures that Haiti and the world might perform.  After analyzing, comparing, and weighing specific instances of success in the Dominican Republic and failure in Haiti, the writer concludes that both Haiti and the world can take certain definitive steps to raise Haiti’s rate of economic development up to that of the Dominican Republic and thus put the island on the road to prosperity.

Economic Development in Hispaniola

Over the years, economists, sociologists, political scientists, and the like have struggled to find the recipe, the formula, the mix of ingredients to rectify Haiti’s continued poor rate of economic development.  Haiti’s next-door neighbor, the Dominican Republic, has managed to pull itself up by its bootstraps during the past 15 years.  Why hasn’t Haiti?

This paper examines the two countries’ turbulent histories, current politico-economic situations, and future socio-economic trends by analyzing, comparing, and weighing specific instances of economic success in the Dominican Republic and failure in Haiti.  The writer attempts to identify the steps that Haiti and the rest of the world most urgently need to focus on to raise this country’s rate of economic development up to that of its neighbor’s and thus put the whole island of Hispaniola on the road to prosperity.


The island that Haiti and the Dominican Republic inhabit holds a unique geographical distinction.  Hispaniola is the only island in the whole world that is divided between two independent states, neither of which occupies any land on any other major island or continent.  The western third of Hispaniola belongs to Haiti, and the eastern two-thirds belongs to the Dominican Republic.


According to former Chief of the US Naval Mission to Haiti, retired Colonel Robert Debs Heinl, and his wife, Nancy Gordon Heinl (1978), who were both writers and historians, the written history of Hispaniola begins on Christmas Eve, 1492 (p. 12).  On that night, the Santa Maria ran aground on a coral reef in Limonade Pass, five miles east of present-day Cap Haïtien, Haiti (p. 12).  The local Taíno Arawak natives helped the Spaniards land their stores (p. 12) on the island they called Hayti, or “mountainous land” (p. 11).  Columbus left the Santa Maria’s 40-man crew there to colonize the New World in a settlement he christened “La Navidad” and then continued his exploration of Hispaniola in the Niña and Pinta (p. 12).

When Columbus returned a year later, he found “nothing but ruins and carcasses” (Heinl & Heinl, 1978, p. 12).  He learned from the natives that his belligerent, gold-crazed countrymen had been slain by the husbands, fathers, sons, and brothers of the native women the Spaniards had raped (p. 12).  In 1784, while digging a ditch, slaves uncovered the Santa Maria’s anchor, which is preserved to this day in the National Museum in Port-au-Prince (p. 12).  Nothing more of the settlement, itself, remains but a ignominious mound—positively identified in 1939 by American historian Samuel Eliot Morrison (p. 12).


After this second visit by Columbus, the Spaniards established a permanent hold on Hispaniola, and their brutal occupation reduced the native population in just fifty years from about one million in 1492 to about 500 in 1542 (State, “DR: History,” ¶1).  The Spanish began bringing more durable African slaves to the island in the early 1500s to replace the fragile, disease-prone natives on the plantations (¶1).
A century later, in 1629, the French established a base on the western part of Hispaniola (AFSC, 2006, ¶3).  By 1697 they had managed to wrestle control of a third of the island away from the Spanish (¶4).  At that point, the empirical rivals signed the Treaty of Ryswick, which divided Hispaniola between them—St. Domingue (as Haiti was then called) going to the French and Santo Domingo (the Dominican Republic) going to the Spanish (¶4).

The history of Haiti is a tortured tale, full of missed opportunities and unfulfilled promises.  The French colony originally based its economy on forestry and sugar (CIA “Haiti: Background,” 2006, ¶1).  It flourished during the 18th century to become the most prosperous colony in the New World (¶1).  Its extremely fertile soil drew thousands of French settlers and produced a great abundance of crops, but only thanks to continued exploitation of African slaves and at a cost of considerable degradation to the environment (¶1).
In 1791, a slave by the name of Toussaint L'Ouverture led an uprising of half a million fellow slaves in which, after a prolonged struggle, culminated in 1803 in victory and independence (AFSC, 2006, ¶5).  This rebellion has a profound effect on both France and the United States.  With the loss of Haiti, Napoleon Bonaparte realized that he had no way of defending his Louisiana territory (GNO, 2004, ¶2).  He also needed money to support his military escapades in Europe, so he sold Louisiana to Thomas Jefferson, on behalf of the United States (¶2).  
The Haitian revolution was a significant defeat not only for France, but for European colonialism as a whole and for the Atlantic slave trade (Winkler-Morey, 2004, ¶3).  Dr. Anne Winkler-Morey, founding director of the Resource Center of the Americas, asserts that from the inception of Haiti’s independence in 1803 until the end of the Civil War in the 1860s, “The United States and Europe joined in what may be the longest period of global economic sanctions in world history…to punish Haiti for creating the first Black republic of the Western Hemisphere” (¶3).  The University of Minnesota and Macalester College Chicano Studies professor opines that the United States followed the Europeans down the path of empire, justified by racism, with policies in the Caribbean during the 19th century that can be best described as “Not another Haiti” (¶4).

In 1915, following an especially chaotic and bloody period of unrest in the Caribbean, Woodrow Wilson sent the Marines into Haiti to force a semblance of order (AFSC, 2006, ¶10).  The Marines remained there for 19 years, until 1934 (¶10).
In 1957, François “Papa Doc” Duvalier was elected president (AFSC, 2006, ¶11).  In 1964, Duvalier formed the paramilitary group, Tontons Macoutes, Haitian Creole for “bogeymen,” to torture, kill, and extort money and favors for him (¶12).  They murdered hundreds of Duvalier's opponents, sometimes publicly hanging the corpses as warnings (¶12). 

In 1971, “Papa Doc” Duvalier died, but was replaced as president by his son, Jean-Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier (AFSC, 2006, ¶13).  The younger Duvalier changed the name of the Tontons Macoutes to the National Security Volunteers, but their mission remained the same—they continued to terrorize the citizenry (¶13).  In 1986, widespread protests finally forced Duvalier into exile (¶14).
In 1990, Haiti held its first free presidential election and elected Jean Bertrand Aristide president (AFSC, 2006, ¶15).  The next year, however, a coup by General Raoul Cedras forced Aristide to flee the country (¶16).  The international community subsequently established an embargo against Haiti (¶16), and in 1994, the United Nations sent in a multinational force led by the US to rescue the country from the brink of anarchy (¶18).
In 1995, after René Préval was elected president, the UN transformed its 21,000-man military force into a 6,000-man peacekeeping force (State “Haiti: History,” 2006, ¶28).  The size of that force, too, was scaled back over the next four years as the UN replaced it with a series of technical missions (¶28).
By January 2000, all US troops stationed in Haiti had departed (State “Haiti: History,” 2006, ¶28).  Jean-Bertrand Aristide was inaugurated president in 2001 in a seriously flawed election that saw only five percent of the population turn out to vote (¶14).  “Notwithstanding the … electoral controversy, the inauguration marked the first time in the country’s history that a full-term president peacefully transferred power to an incoming president” (¶14).

Political instability grew throughout 2002 and 2003 (State “Haiti: History,” 2006, ¶19).  Former police chief, Guy Philippe, led a rebel group to within 25 miles of the capital (¶24) and on February 29, 2004, forced Aristide to resign (¶25).  Following the constitutional line of succession, Supreme Court Chief Justice Boniface Alexandre assumed the presidency and Gerard Latortue was appointed prime minister—“with the mandate of organizing elections to choose a new government” (¶25).
René Préval, former President (1996-2001) and former ally to Aristide, was elected president on February 7, 2006 (State “Haiti: History,” 2006, ¶27).  National and international observers considered this election to be free, honest, and democratic, with over 60 percent of registered voters participating (¶26).  Préval is due to take office May 14th (WNF, 2006, ¶1).  
The history of the Dominican Republic, while not quite as tragic as Haiti’s, still is not to be envied.  In 1821, the country sought to gain its own independence, but in a year’s time, only succeeded in trading Spanish domination for Haitian domination (CIA “DR: Background,” 2006, ¶1).  The Dominican Republic did not enjoy full independence until 1844 (State “DR: History,” 2006, ¶2).  The country’s insecurity and dependence on protection from the super powers of the day led to its reacceptance of Spanish rule from 1861 to 1865 (¶2).  The United States also exploited Dominican vulnerability when it occupied the country from 1916 to 1924 (¶2).  

The Dominican Republic’s ultimate caudillo (politico-military dictator), Rafael Trujillo, held nearly absolute power throughout his rule from 1930 to 1961 (State “DR: History,” 2006, ¶3).  Severe repression of human rights, corruption, and mismanagement resulted in major economic problems (State “DR: History,” 2006, ¶3).  When Trujillo orchestrated an assassination attempt against Venezuelan President Romulo Betancourt in 1961, the OAS imposed diplomatic sanctions (¶3). Trujillo, himself, was assassinated later that year, but his influence was so strong that it took the republic three more decades to get out from under his shadow (¶3).
Juan Bosch was inaugurated President in 1963, but was deposed in a military coup later that same year (State “DR: History,” 2006, ¶5).  In 1965, another coup resulted in US military intervention to protect and evacuate American citizens and other foreign nationals (¶5).  Joaquin Balaguer served two consecutive terms as President from 1970 until 1978 (¶6).  At the end of his second term, he transferred power to newly-elected President Antonio Guzman—that country's first peaceful transfer of power from one freely elected president to another (¶6).  
In 1986, Balaguer returned to the Dominican presidency and tried to revive the economy with a public works construction program (State “DR: History,” 2006, ¶8).  “Nonetheless, by 1988 the country slid into a two-year economic depression, characterized by high inflation and currency devaluation” (¶8).  Economic difficulties, coupled with service problems relating to electricity, water, and transportation, generated popular discontent (¶8).  Frequent protests resulted, including a paralyzing nationwide strike in June 1989 (¶8). 

“In 1990, Balaguer instituted a second set of economic reforms” (State “DR: History,” 2006, ¶9).  He obtained an International Monetary Fund (IMF) agreement, balanced the budget, and curtailed inflation (¶9).  The Dominican Republic experienced a ten-year period of economic growth marked by moderate inflation, a balance in external accounts, and a steadily increasing GDP that lasted through 2000 (¶9).  In 1996, President Leonel Fernández Reyna helped enhance the Dominican Republic’s role in Western Hemispheric affairs by actively participating in the OAS, particularly in the follow up to the OAS Miami Summit of the Americas (¶11).
On May 16, 2000, Hipolito Mejía was elected president (State “DR: History,” 2006, ¶11).  “Mejía championed the cause of free trade and Central American and Caribbean economic integration” (¶11).  The Dominican Republic signed a free trade agreement with the United States and five Central American countries (DR-CAFTA) in August 2004 (¶11).
Later that year, Leonel Fernández was elected president (State “DR: History,” 2006, ¶12).  In his inaugural speech he promised to promote fiscal austerity, fight corruption, and support social concerns (¶12).  Fernández proclaimed that the Dominican Republic will support policies favoring international peace and security through multilateral mechanisms in conformity with the United Nations and the OAS (¶12).

On the economic front, the Dominican Republic experienced little to no growth in the 1980s, but had one of the highest growth rates in the world in the 1990s (State “DR: Economy,” 2006, ¶1).  The economy expanded at an average rate of 7.7 percent per year from 1996 to 2000 (¶1).  “Tourism (the leading foreign exchange earner), telecommunications, and free-trade-zone manufacturing are increasingly important industries, although agriculture is still a major part of the economy” (¶1).  The country owed much of its success to the adoption of sound economic policies and greater acceptance of foreign investment (¶1).
The United States is the Dominican Republic’s most important trading partner (87% of Dominican export revenues); other important Dominican markets include Canada, Western Europe, and Japan (State “DR: Economy,” 2006, ¶2).  “The country exports free-trade-zone manufactured products (garments, footwear, etc.), nickel, sugar, coffee, cacao, and tobacco, and it imports foodstuffs, petroleum, industrial raw materials, and capital goods” (¶2).

Growth turned negative (-0.4 percent) in 2003 due to two factors: limited US economic growth and major bank frauds which resulted in losses totaling more than 20 percent of GDP (State “DR: Economy,” 2006, ¶1).  GDP started growing again at a two percent rate in 2004 (IMF, 2005, Table 1).  Final figures are not in yet, but initial indications are that growth approached 4.5 percent in 2005 and will continue at that rate in 2006 (Table 1).
As far as Haiti’s economy is concerned, if it were not for the instability and violence that have plagued it throughout history, Haiti’s people probably would have by now been able to successfully build a better future for themselves and their children (Taylor, 2003, ¶3).  

General Cedras’s 1991 coup and subsequent irresponsible economic and financial policies resulted in sharp economic decline from 1991 to 1994 (State “Haiti: Economy,” 2006, ¶2).  The United States and OAS instituted sanctions aimed at restoring the constitutional government (¶2).  The sanctions culminated in May 1994 with a UN embargo of all goods entering Haiti, except for humanitarian supplies such as food and medicine (¶2).

Before the embargo, the manufacturing sector, which was heavily dependent on US markets, employed nearly 80,000 workers (State “Haiti: Economy,” 2006, ¶2).  During the embargo, employment in this sector fell to under 17,000 (¶2).  Since the embargo’s end, private domestic and foreign investments have slowly begun to increase (¶2).  Employment in the manufacturing sector has recovered to about 30,000, but further growth has been stymied by continued investor concerns about political instability (¶2). 

“Under President Préval (1996-2001), the country’s economic agenda included trade/tariff liberalization, measures to control government expenditure and increase tax revenues, civil service downsizing, [and] financial sector reform” (State “Haiti: Economy,” 2006, ¶3).  Préval modernized some state-owned enterprises by selling them to private investors, initiated private sector management contracts, and encouraged joint public-private investment (¶3). 

After six years of growth during the Preval administration, Haiti's real GDP growth turned red once again in 2001 when President Aristide took office (State “Haiti: Economy,” 2006, ¶4).  Four years of recession followed (¶4).  Since the departure of Aristide in 2004, however, the financial situation has stabilized (¶5).  Inflation fell from 42.7 percent in late 2003 to 15 percent by late 2005 (¶5).  Persistent high oil prices have put the ten percent inflation target for fiscal year (FY) 2006 at risk, though (¶5).  The GDP grew by 1.5 percent in 2005, and is projected to reach 2.5 percent in 2006 (¶4).  Significant improvement in the standard of living, though, would require doubling the growth rate to five percent (¶4). 

Haiti reached its lowest point at the end of the Aristide administration in 2004 (Taylor, 2003, ¶3).  The most basic needs of the Haitian people in the areas security, health, and education had not been met (¶3).  The state of economic stagnation that Haiti found itself in then was the result of many factors, including political instability, corruption, weak rule of law, a non-functioning judicial system, earlier unsound economic policies, a weak national savings rate, under-investment in human resources, continued reliance on traditional technologies, migration of large portions of the skilled population (mainly to the Dominican Republic and the US), a shortage of good arable land, and environmental degradation (State “Haiti: Economy,” 2006, ¶1).  Foreign direct investment fell from $30 million in 1999 to about $5 million in 2002 (Taylor, 2003, ¶11).  These factors, combined with corruption, customs delays, poor infrastructure, and irregular supplies of electricity and water have created a poor investment climate (¶3).  
And so, “Haiti remains the least-developed country in the Western Hemisphere and one of the poorest in the world” (State “Haiti: Economy,” 2006, ¶1).  It has been falling further and further behind other low-income developing countries, particularly in the Western Hemisphere, since the 1980s, until it now ranks 150th out of 175 countries in the UN’s Human Development Index (¶1).  The Dominican Republic, by comparison, ranks 95th (¶1).

Haiti may finally be turning the corner now.  But although the Haitian government has taken positive first steps to improve its economic policies, fundamental challenges remain (Taylor, 2003, ¶21).  The government must take further actions to lay the foundation for sustained economic growth and an improved standard of living for its people (¶21).  If it is to catch up to the Dominican Republic, this writer believes that Haiti must embark upon a three-pronged attack: 1) strengthen its democratic system of government, 2) improve its citizens’ health, and 3) expand its communications infrastructure (especially its Internet infrastructure).

Nobel laureate Amartya Sen advises, “Developing and strengthening a democratic system is an essential component of the process of development” (Sen, 1999, p. 117).  

Establishing greater political stability…and reducing corruption are central to this effort (Taylor, 2003, ¶9).  Rule of law is also critical if people are to risk their capital (¶9).  Haiti needs to take steps to establish the integrity of the police and both the criminal and civil judicial systems (¶9).  On the administrative side, the Haitian government must be held accountable for its performance (¶4).  The government must make the bureaucracy more effective and responsive to the needs of the public (¶9).  A key task in achieving this is to implement better and more transparent tracking of government spending to ensure that public resources are used for their intended purposes (¶9).

The Haitian government has enacted legislation which gives the finance minister more control over budget execution so that he can implement fiscal policies as passed by the legislature and thereby reduce corruption (Taylor, 2003, ¶14).  These measures consolidate separate ministerial accounts which had previously undermined spending control (¶14).  Furthermore, the Haitian government has agreed to conduct external audits of major public enterprises during 2006, to ensure that resources within these public concerns are being used appropriately (¶14).

The government of Haiti has managed to take important actions to strengthen public finances and create conditions for greater economic stability by attempting to reign in fiscal deficit, restrict monetary financing of the government, and eliminate wasteful subsidies (Taylor, 2003, ¶8).  At the same time, Haiti has gone a long way toward creating an environment conducive to investment, entrepreneurial activity, and growth of the private sector (¶8).

With substantially better policy performance and financial accountability, Haiti could tap into other development assistance vehicles as well (Taylor, 2003, ¶18).  “Policy performance and governance are rightly key determinants of the allocation of World Bank International Development Association (IDA) resources, the World Bank’s window for the poorest countries” (¶18).  The World Bank role in Haiti has been sharply constrained by persistent expenditure monitoring and control problems (¶18).  Haiti’s three-year IDA allocation totals only $6 million (¶18).  Major improvements in Haiti’s policy performance could enable it to more easily clear its World Bank hurdles and considerably expand its IDA allocation (¶18). 

One final point on external aid stems from legislation Congress passed in 2000—the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (¶20).  This act requires the US State Department to assess foreign governments’ efforts to prevent trafficking in persons and submit an annual report to Congress (¶20).  Tier 1 countries are those who are in full compliance with the Act’s minimum standards (State “TIP”, 2005, p. 28).  Tier 2 countries are those who are not fully complying with the Act’s minimum standards but are making significant efforts to do so (p. 28).  Tier 3 countries are those that the State Department determines are not taking any action to comply with the Act (p. 28).  The United States is required to deny international financial institutions permission to lend money or other assistance to Tier Three countries (p. 31).  According to the 2005 report, both Haiti (p. 118) and the Dominican Republic (p. 95) are Tier 2 countries.
All of these factors undermine the effectiveness of World Bank assistance in Haiti (Taylor, 2003, ¶5).  In 2002, the World Bank’s Operations Evaluation Department analyzed the World Bank’s activities in Haiti in the mid-1990s (¶5).  “It concluded that these projects had a negligible impact on improving the lives of Haitians” (¶5).

Aid alone cannot overcome all of these obstacles (Taylor, 2003, ¶4).  In the absence of viable policies, development assistance does not improve the lives of the poor (¶4).  But the government’s low revenue collection rate of roughly nine percent of GDP constrains its ability to provide social services and invest in physical and human capital, itself (State “Haiti: Economy,” 2006, ¶6).  For the foreseeable future, external assistance as well as remittances remain critical to keeping the economy afloat (¶6).  Currently, Haitian expatriates send back a total of $800 million per year (¶6)—as much as one-quarter of Haiti’s GDP (¶3).

Haiti ranks among the lowest in the Western hemisphere on measures of human development (Shifferes, 2004, news.bbc.co.uk).  The Dominican Republic outshines Haiti in this regard, having signed all seven major international human rights instruments generated during the past 60 years: the 1948 International Convention on Genocide; the 1965 International Convention on Racial Discrimination; the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights; the 1979 Convention on Discrimination against Women; the 1984 Convention against Torture; and the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNDP, 2006, Table 31).  It has ratified all but the one against Genocide.  Haiti, on the other hand, has not even signed two of the instruments: the 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights; and the 1984 Convention against Torture (UNDP, 2006, Table 31).  Haiti has ratified the other five (Table 31).  
The Dominican Republic has signed and ratified both the 1973 Convention on Minimum Age and the 1999 Convention against the Worst Forms of Child Labor (UNDP, 2006, Table 32).  Haiti has not even signed, let alone ratified, either of these United Nations International Labor Organization conventions (Table 32).  It’s clear what Haiti must do here.
Another of Haiti's biggest challenges is to improve its health care system (Shifferes, 2004, ¶30).  Dominicans currently live an average of over 15 years longer than their Haitian counterparts and are almost twice as likely at birth to survive until their 65th birthday (UNDP, 2006, Table 10).  “Life expectancy at birth is below 50” (Shifferes, 2004, ¶32).  Half of the population is under-nourished, with one in five children under-weight or under-height for their age (¶29).  Haiti has the highest incidence of HIV/Aids in Latin America and the Caribbean, with 300,000 cases—some 4.5 percent of the population (¶31).  Related diseases like tuberculosis are also spreading (¶32).  With its poor health care infrastructure, a substantial part of the population does not receive access to basic health care like immunizations against disease (¶33).  More than half lack access to clean water or sanitation (¶28).  

US and UN projects are attempting to alleviate these health problems by providing maternal and child health services, child immunizations, and assistance in fighting tuberculosis, malaria, and especially HIV/AIDS (Taylor, 2003, ¶23).  They are also providing counseling and testing to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV (¶23).

The basic-services infrastructure in Port-au-Prince and other major Haitian cities leaves a lot to be desired, but the situation is much worse in the smaller towns and rural areas, where electricity, water, and telephone services operate intermittently at best (LearnLink, n.d., p. 2). Still, Haiti’s tropical beaches offer the possibility for development of modern hotels and tourist facilities similar to those found on other islands in the Caribbean (p. 2).  

Signs of modernization are beginning to penetrate the Haitian landscape (LearnLink, n.d., p. 3).  Thanks to US- and UN-backed initiatives, access to the Internet and e-commerce is increasing (p. 4).  In Port-au-Prince, cybercafés now use sophisticated wireless connections to access the Internet, in part because there is less than one fixed telephone line per 100 people, and because wireless connections are more reliable (p. 3).  For comparison, there are ten lines per 100 people in the Dominican Republic (CIA “DR: Communications,” 2006, ¶1); in the US and Canada, the density is 35 per 100 (LearnLink, n.d., p. 3).  Globally, the rate is 16 per 100 (p. 3).
These programs are concentrating on three primary components: building the technical capacity of the Internet Service Provider (ISP) sector; providing equipment and technical assistance to manage Haiti’s “.ht” Internet domain; and establishing three telecenters, one in each of three key secondary cities, Cap Haïtien, Jacmel, and Les Cayes, thereby increasing information and communication access for these underserved communities (LearnLink, n.d., p. 3).

Continued improvement of the Internet infrastructure will benefit many other sectors of the Haitian economy, both directly and indirectly: production of marketing and advertising materials, automated business accounting, access to global market information, support to electronic commerce via the Internet, access to product information, and online purchasing  (LearnLink, n.d., p. 6).

Education, in particular, will be enhanced through multimedia-supported literacy training (LearnLink, n.d., p. 8).  Currently, only 50 percent of the population is literate (Shifferes, 2004, ¶28).  Education will also improve thanks to automated language learning tools and access to multimedia reference tools such as encyclopedias (LearnLink, n.d., p. 8).  Internet resources will supplement curriculum, assist teachers, and aid student research and learning (p. 8).  Other possibilities include the production of local materials for classroom use, virtual networking with colleagues and peers, and the management of education information systems (p. 8).

Social and civil society will benefit from Web site development and virtual networking for NGOs, online research on technical and programmatic issues, access to donor sites and proposal guidelines, and e-mail access to elected and appointed officials (LearnLink, n.d., p. 8).  Haitian society will also benefit from creation and hosting of municipal information Web sites and databases, e-mail and Internet access for human rights and elections monitoring and reporting, and access to free press information (p. 8).

The health sector will be strengthened through IT access, enabling enhanced research, telemedicine, remote access to diagnostic and treatment support, automated recording and transmission of health statistics, and electronic dissemination of health education and communication materials (LearnLink, n.d., p. 8).

Environment and natural resource management will benefit from access to geographical tools, global environmental databases, and research on natural resource management strategies and programs, as well as production of environmental education tools (LearnLink, n.d., p. 8).
Recent world history has shown us that there are many paths to economic development, but Haiti’s unique circumstances appear to point toward one particular solution.  It seems to this writer that all of the issues discussed here—the turbulent histories, current politico-economic situations, and future socio-economic trends of the Dominican Republic and Haiti, as well as specific instances of economic success in the Dominican Republic and failure in Haiti—point toward the inevitable conclusion that Haiti must concentrate its efforts on improving three key facets of its political economy if the country wishes to attain and sustain the same level of economic development and growth as its neighbor to the east.  Haiti must strengthen its democracy, improve the health of its citizens, and expand its communications (specifically Internet) infrastructure.
As this paper has shown, Haiti has already begun making progress in all three of these areas.  With assistance from the rest of the world, the Haitian government, whether or not it officially recognizes the three-pronged attack outlined here, must continue to feed all three mouths of the beast simultaneously.  If it does this, this writer humbly predicts that within a decade Haiti’s economy will attain a level of self-sustaining development and put the whole island of Hispaniola on the road to prosperity.  If it doesn’t, Haitian history is doomed to repeat itself. 
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Figure 2.  Status of Fundamental Labor Rights Conventions
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Figure 3: Life Expectancy at Birth
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Figure 4: Probability at Birth of Surviving to 65
[image: image4.emf]Probability @ Birth of Surviving to 65

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

2000-2005

%

Male

60.8 38.2 64.5 80

Female

75.1 41.3 73.1 88.9

Dom Rep Haiti World Hi Hum Dev


Source: UNDP (United Nations Development Programme). (2006). Human Development Report 2005. Survival: Progress and Setbacks. Retrieved March 16, 2006, from http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/excel/hdr05_indicators.zip: table10.xls.
























































































